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Prakash Javadekar urges farmers to plant trees on agricultural land
18 August 2020

Union minister of environment, forest and climate change Prakash Javadekar during the release of a book and poster on
the eve of International Tiger Day 2020 in New Delhi on July 28, 2020. (PTI File Photo )

Union environment minister Prakash Javadekar on Monday encouraged farmer to plant trees on
their lands which can be sold and transported when ready.

Addressing a virtual meeting with forest ministers of all states and Union territories, Javadekar said,
“Farmers shouldn’t fear that their land will become forest land. The land will remain theirs. They can
sell the trees when needed and transport them.”

With the Compensatory Afforestation Fund money available with states, water and fodder
augmentation projects will have to be taken up in one forest in each state; afforestation of river
banks and floodplains of all major rivers will be taken up; school nurseries will be developed in 2000
schools across the country and urban forestry projects will also be taken up with private
participation, he added.

The Union environment ministry had released Rs 47,436 crore to 27 states for compensatory
afforestation and other forest conservation work last August.

“At least 80% of the compensatory afforestation funds are to be utilised only for afforestation and
rest of the 20% can be utilised for capacity and infrastructure development like buildings or vehicles.
The money should not be used for payment of salaries, traveling allowances and medical expenses,”
he said.

Javadekar also asked states to come up with an outline of Project Dolphin (which was announced by
PM Modi on Independence Day) within a fortnight. The project will involve long-term conservation
of Gangetic dolphins and dolphins in the sea along the coasts.

Sanjay Kumar, director general of forests, said there is a sub-mission on agroforestry under the
ministry of agriculture which provides 50% subsidy to farmers for plantation. The environment




ministry is also considering making common lands accessible to private parties with an arrangement
of benefit sharing with locals. “An arrangement has to be developed which is friendly and acceptable
to local people because common lands provide various benefits to locals. We have received a
number of suggestions and requests on this matter. But it’s a complex matter and the policy is in
conceptual stage,” he said.

“The Environment Ministry had put out a draft Forest Policy in 2019. The policy had aimed to take us
back to the 1980s when state forest departments were basically operating as commercial plantation
growing agencies with no care for India’s forest diversity or the relationships between communities
and forests. The 2019 policy was heavily criticised by many for various reasons and it never got
finalised. This new announcement by the minister reflects this draft policy and it may take us back to
those years of heavily funded plantation forestry. The policy is completely unsuitable for the new
ecological realities we are in today,” said Manju Menon, senior fellow, Centre for Policy Research.
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